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Muslim Rule in South Asia (1526-1707)

Course Introduction

The course focuses on an in-depth study of the Mughal rule. The policies pursued by different
monarchs and their impact will be dealt with in detail. This course will also discuss the
administrative and cultural advancements made during the Mughal rule.
Learning Outcomes

On the completion of the course, the students will know:

1. Understand the nature of politics and administration of the Mughals

2. Comprehend the political concepts and administrative ideals of the Mughal Emperors

3. Appreciate the nature and significance of revivalist movements during the Mughal Era

Course Content Assignments/Readings

1. Introduction

Week 1 i. Historical ~Geography of
Mughal India

ii. Genealogy and Nomenclature
of the Mughal Dynasty
2. Zahir-ud-Din Muhammad Babur (r. 1526-
1530)

Week 2

i. Sources & Political Career in
Central Asia

ii. Conditions of India on the Eve
of Babur’s Invasion

Week 3

iii. Political Career in India

Week 4 iv. A Study of Baburnamah

3. Nasir-ud-Din Muhammad Humayun (r. 1530-
Week 5 1540; 1555-1556)
i. Sources & Political Career

ii. Failed Ruler?

Week 6 iii. Gulbadan Begum’s Humayun
Namah

4. Sur Interlude (15540-1555)

Week 7 i. Sources & Political Career of
Sher Shah




ii. Administrative Reforms and

Week 8 Public Works
iii. Successors
5. Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar (r. 1556-
Week 9 1605)

i. Sources & Political Career

ii.  Administrative Reforms and
Financial Reforms; Expansion of

Week 10 the Empire and Rajput Policy

iii.  Religious Policy and its Reaction

iv.  Historiography of Akbar’s Period
with special of Shaikh Abul Fazl’s
Akbar Namah and Mulla Abdul

Week 11 Qadir Badauni’s Muntakhab-ut-

Tawarikh

6. Nur-ud-Din Muhammad Jahangir (r. 1605-
1627)

i. Sources & Political Career;
Week 12 Nur Jahan and her Influence

Ii. A Study of Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri

7. Shihab-ud-Din  Muhammad  Shahjahan
Week 13 (r.1627-1658)
i. Sources & Political Career

ii. Deccan and Central Asian

Week 14 Policy
iii. War of Succession

8. Mohy-ud-Din Muhammad Aurangzeb (r.
Week 15 1658-1707)
i. Sources & Political Career

ii. Religious Policy and Deccan
Campaign; Role in the

Week 16 Decline

iii. A Study of Khawfi Khan’s
Muntakhab-ul-Lubab
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Teaching Learning Strategies

1. Weekly Lectures
2. Term Papers
3. Review Essay of selected chapter/article from the reading list
4. Presentations
5. Book Review
Assignments: Types and Number with Calendar
1. Book Review---- 4" Week (5 Marks)
2. Review Essay--- 8" Week. (5 Marks)
3. Term Paper------ 16" week (10 Marks)
Assessment
Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details
1. Midterm 35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of the semester.
Assessment
2. Formative 25% Continuous  assessment includes:  Classroom
Assessment participation, assignments, presentations, viva voce,
attitude and behavior, hands-on-activities, short
tests, projects, practical, reflections, readings,
quizzes etc.




Final
Assessment

40%

Written Examination at the end of the semester. It is
mostly in the form of a test, but owing to the nature
of the course the teacher may assess their students

based on term paper, research proposal development,
field work and report writing etc.




